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NSS Study Group

Objective: 
Review the 2013 NSS and Make Recommendations for a new 2022 NSS 
from practical and realistic perspectives

Convened in Feb. 2021, Held 20 meetings and Discussed for 40+ 
hours, Completed in late November, and Disseminated to the 
Government and media.





Jan. 12, 2022, the Nikkei Shimbun 
Gen. Oriki’s Interview of the revision of NSS

“Possess Counter-Strike Capabilities”



Basic Principles of the Study Group
The NSS should be the supreme strategy for a nation that defines how to secure its 
existence (survival and prosperity). Japan needs to keenly grasp the trend of changes in the 
global security environment, make decisions promptly, and solidify security by bringing 
together national powers.
From this perspective, the Group provides the policy recommendations, “What is required 
of the new National Security Strategy: To confront the Turbulent Era,” based on the 
following three basic principles.

1 Developing discussions “Without Taboos”
2 Recommending with a focus on “Improving Effectiveness”
3 Aiming for “Realistic” Recommendations
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What is the 2013 NSS?

•Is the First Ever NSS for Japan in post WWII 
Era
•Defines Japan’s National Interests
•Mainly Focuses on Defense and Diplomacy
   + Space, Cyber, Energy, ODA & Maritime
•Guides the policy over the next Decade 
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Changes in Strategic Environment since 2013

•Expanding the Scope of National Security and Blurring 
the boundaries between military and non-military, as well 
as peace and war
•Intensifying Great Power Competitions
•Emerging Technologies such as AI, 5G, Quantum 
Computing, Bio Tech, Semiconductors would become 
Game Changers
•Considerations to Climate Change
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What are Missing in the 2013 NSS?

•Economic Security, Technology Strategy, etc.
•Strategic Stance toward PRC

“become an issue of concern to the int’l community including Japan. 
GoJ needs to pay careful attention to the situation” (2013NSS)

•Review of the Basic Defense Policies:
   Counter-Strike Capabilities, Exclusively 
Defense-Oriented Policy, Defense Budget, etc.  
•Considerations to Climate Change
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Policy Recommendations 1/3

1 Position the NSS as the highest strategy of Japan
2 Review the existing defense policy such as:

Examine Exclusively Defense-oriented Policy
Possess Counter-Strike Capabilities
Increase Defense Budge to 2% of GDP 

3 Energize the Whole-of-Government Approach
Strengthen the Cabinet Office
Establish the JSDF’s Permanent Joint HQs



Policy Recommendations 2/3

4 Strengthen the Japan-US Alliance
Assume proactive roles in the Alliance
Establish Multi-layered Alliance Structure
Expand the scope of Cooperation areas

5 Realign the relationship with major players
Define China as ‘Potential Threat’ 
Strengthen the relationship with like-minded countries

6 Make Strategic Approach to New Domains
7 Secure the Maritime Security 



Policy Recommendations 3/3

8 Strengthen Intelligence
9 Develop Economic Security and Strengthen Defense Industries

Ensure Strategic Autonomy and Strategic Essentiality
Strengthen the Defense Industries

10 Respond proactively to Climate Change
11 Review the NSS structure

Reframe the Strategy Structure; 
Based upon the New NSS, 
  Develop NDS by MoD, instead of NDPG
  Develop NMS by Joint Staff


