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Strategic Significance of Japan’s Defense
Equipment Cooperation in Southeast Asia
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Challenges from China
« East China Sea: Senkaku and EEZ demarcation
« Taiwan: Potential high-end conflict

« South China Sea: Fait accompli creeping
expansion
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DS ENDF"1)A . Potential Paths in South China Sea
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China’s more assertive S response

expansion in SCS N 1 PED B
- further deployment of military China's - -
presence restraint/retreat

- start new land reclamation
- start air defense operation without
declaring ADIZ
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No US and allies’ response
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* US and allies are not direct player in SCS territorial claims
= Support for some regional countries are the key issue
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Relative stability
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Regional bandwagon
to China
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D\ FITU D EZE Fallout of Possible Regional Bandwagon
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BARDBEKA T a>/Japan’s Options
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 Reinforce (continuous) military presence at South China Sea
0 Theoretical option, but practically limited

« Capacity building
0 Reinforcing regional maritime law enforcement capacity

» Defense equipment cooperation
[0 Key area for cooperation




